A dinner in December celebrated the new Founders Professorship and its first appointee, Xiaowei (George) Xu, MD, PhD.

A Groundbreaking Researcher Establishes

JOHN LAMBRIS, PHD,
ENSURES IMMUNOLOGY
AND IMMUNOTHERAPY
RESEARCH WILL

BE SUPPORTED

BY THE DEPARTMENT

FOR YEARS TO COME.
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New Endowed
Protessorship

The establishment last year of the Founders Professorship in Pathology
and Laboratory Medicine, a new endowed professorship, ensures
immunology and immunotherapy research will be supported by the
department for years to come.

The endowed professorship was made possible through the generosity
of Rodothea and John Lambris, PhD. It will be renamed the John and
Rodothea Lambris Endowment when John Lambris, PhD, the Dr. Ralph
and Sallie Weaver Professor of Research Medicine, retires.

Lambris has been a member of the Department of Pathology and
Laboratory Medicine for more than 35 years. During his tenure, he's
demonstrated a sustained commitment to scientific discovery and



George J. Netto, MD

mentorship through an exceptional body of work that
includes more than 525 peer-reviewed publications and
the training of numerous scientists.

Lambris's laboratory was among the first to characterize
the diverse biological functions of the third complement
component (C3) and to define its complex binding
interactions with natural ligands, viral proteins,
complement receptors, and regulatory molecules.

His lab also established important links between
complement and non-inflammatory biological pathways
by demonstrating roles for complement in developmental
processes such as liver and limb regeneration,
hematopoietic development, and stem cell engraftment.

His work in evolutionary immunology identified muitiple
complement genes in fish and revealed mechanisms
that expand immune recognition and support a versatile
innate immune system.

Lambris’s research has also led to major advances in
complement-based therapeutics, including the discovery
of the first small-molecule complement inhibitor,
Compstatin. This work enabled the development

of approved therapies for paroxysmal nocturnal
hemoglobinuria (PNH), geographic atrophy—an advanced
stage of age-related macular degeneration—and C3
glomerulopathy (C3G) and primary immune complex
membranoproliferative glomerulonephritis (IC-MPGN).
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Lambris said the professorship
represents “a torch that will be
passed on to the next generation
of talented researchers, enabling

them to forge their own academic
path of excellence by continuously
pushing the boundaries of
biomedical innovation for the
benefit of patients in need. 29

Lambris received the International Complement Society
Legacy Award in 2025 for his transformative contributions
to the field.

Xlaowei (George) Xu, MD, PhD, was named the inaugural
Founders Professor in Pathology and Laboratory
Medicine, effective July 1, 2025.

Xu, Vice Chair for Translational and Clinical Research, is a
member of the Abramson Cancer Center and an affiliate
member of the Wistar Institute. He is a faculty member of
the Bioengineering, Cell, and Molecular Biclogy (CAMB)
and Immunology (IGG) Graduate Groups. He was a
founding member of the Society for Melanoma Research
and a highly cited researcher.

His research involves developing CAR-T cell and
extracellular vesicle-based immunotherapies for
melanoma and other diseases. His lab pioneered patient-
derived tumor organoid and tumor tissue slice research
and is dedicated to advancing effective therapies for
melanoma and other cancers.

Members of the Lambris and Xu families gathered with
department leadership to celebrate in December. At the
dinner, Lambris said the professorship represents “a torch
that will be passed on to the next generation of talented
researchers, enabling them to forge their own academic
path of excellence by continuously pushing the boundaries
of biomedical innovation for the benefit of patients in need.”m
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